Visit of Research Advisory Committee members at Farm Machinery
Resource Centre and Institute Workshop [19-21 April, 2022]

20 April, Patna (Bihar)

The Research Advisory Committee
(RAC) members visited the farm
machinery resource centre on
20.04.2022 as well as institute
workshop where fish vending cart,
makhana seed grader and
improved hand operated maize
sheller were live demonstrated.
The fish vending cart was designed
and fabricated in the institute
workshop. It had solar back-up
aerator, a tank for live fish,
container for frozen fish, fish scaler
and other hand tools for cutting
and processing of fish. The aerator
as well as fish scaler was operated
by 80 w solar unit. the vending cart
is suitable for rural entrepreneurs
for vending fish in the market. The
Chairman of the RAC Dr
Surendranath Pashupalak (Ex. Vice
Chancellor, OUAT) appreciated the
efforts of the team of Dr. Prem K
Sundaram, Dr. Atiqur Rahman, Dr
Bikas Sarkar, Dr. S K Ahirwal, Dr. A
K Singh, Dr. Pawan Jeet and Sh.
Manoj Kr. Sinha. He also suggested
to develop similar facility for fish
seed transportation.

RAC members Dr. H C Bhattacharya,
Dr A K Pal and Dr. N Nagarajan
were shown live demo of the
prototype makhana seed grader. It
was able to grade makhana in 5
sizes. Makhana seed grading is
prerequisite =~ before = makhana
popping. [ts capacity
approximately 10 kg per minute.
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The manual improved maize sheller
which was developed at this
workshop was also demonstrated
before the honourable RAC
members. It was modified to
increase its efficiency and reduce
drudgery for women folks. The
modified maize sheller allows one
hand to rotate the sheller
continuously and the other hand to
feed the maize cob. It increased the
output efficiency by approximately
25 percent.

Dr. Ashutosh Upadhyaya, 1/C
Director, ICAR RCER briefed about
the different activities carried out
by the institute workshop as well
as Farm machinery Resource
Centre.
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Demonstration of fish vending cart
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Demonstration of Improved Maize Sheller
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Interaction of RAC members with scientists at Farm
Machinery Resource Centre
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Training cum Technology Demonstration Meet at KVK, Buxar and ICAR RCER Patna under National Campaign on Farm Mechanization [28 March-04 April,
2022]



