Visit of Secretary, DARE and DG, ICAR to ICAR-RCER, Patna

Hon'ble Secretary, Department of Agricultural
Research and Education (DARE) and Director
General, Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR), Dr. Himanshu Pathak
visited ICAR-Research Complex for Eastern
Region, Patna on 27" Feb, 2023. He was
warmly welcomed by Director of the institute
Dr. Anup Das. Dr. Pathak interacted with all
the Scientists, Administrative and Technical
staffs of the institute. Director of the institute
briefed about the progress made by the
institute. He highlighted on research
achievements in area of strategic and adaptive research for efficient integrated management of
natural resources, rice-fallow programme, IFS programme, wet land area management, year
around fodder production, conservation agriculture, release of varieties in different crops for
different agro-ecological conditions (drought, flood etc.), technologies dissemination and millet
production. He also presented future course of action to be taken by the institute in the field of
research, capacity building and extension during the interaction. Honorable DG, ICAR
appreciated the effort made by the institute and congratulated Scientists and other staff for the
achievements. He has given valuable suggestion for improving research activities of the institute.
He emphasized on technology commercialization, developing entrepreneurship, use of modern
technologies (Al, Drone etc.), effective technology dissemination, need for strengthening
consortia approach engaging other ICAR Institutes, Agricultural Universities, Line departments
etc. for overall agricultural development of eastern region of India and innovation and focused
research with the aim of generating desired products, concepts, package etc. to meet present day
demand by stakeholders, industries and market. He also said that each Scientist should have a
focused area of research so that resources are efficiently utilized and results can be delivered in a
time frame. Further, he stressed upon the need for brainstorming to come out with areas in which
Institute would focus its research activities and accordingly frame projects. Director of the
institute Dr. Anup Das informed the house that there is need for multidisciplinary team of
scientists to focus on mandated IFS activities, accordingly Agronomist is required at Ranchi
Centre, also vacant positions in the institute may be filled by the council. Honorable DG replied
that director may relocate Scientist to achieve mandate as per requirement. He further informed
that Council will do best to fill vacant positions at the earliest. Director of the Institute also
informed honorable Secretary DARE & DG ICAR that raising farm boundaries in its Ranchi,
Sabujpura and Darbhanga Centre, establishing a central lab, guest house/students hostel are
required for smooth functioning of the Institute. Further, considering giving away of about 21
acre farm land to airport, there is urgent need for additional land for establishing IFS units,
Fodder blocks, Animal units and other purposes. Dr. Pathak ensured all the possible support for
research and functioning of the Institute. He also released two books namely “Matasya paalan Ki
unnat taknikiyan” and “Profitable goat farming”, one technical bulletin on “Vegetable varieties




suitable for cultivation in eastern India” and one extension folder on “Production technology for
nutri-cereals”. On this occasion, a progressive farmer “Sri Kamakhya Narayan Sharma” from
Naubatpur block, Patna shared his experience on pond based IFS Model and informed that he is
getting significant monetary return from the model. Honorable DG, ICAR felicitated the farmer
for his work. During the programme, other dignitaries like Dr. A.K Singh (Director, Sugarcane
Research Institute, Dr. RPCAU, Pusa, Samastipur), Dr. Anjani Kumar (Director, ICAR-ATARI,
Patna), and Dr Bikash Das (Director, ICAR-NRC Litchi, Muzaffarpur) were also present.
Programme was ended with vote of thanks by Dr. ManishaTamta, Scientist, DCR, ICAR-RCER,
Patna.
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